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Nor water wets it nor wind dries it. Mouth,
eyes, nose, ears, anus and penisthese are the
holes in all animals born of egg, etc. There are
eight upper, holes from navel up to the head.
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If men have done good deeds, they depart
from the upper holes, O bird. Whatever rites
are prescribed for the deceased from the day
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of his death to the end of the year (of his death)
shall be performed even by the poor. As for the
place of enjoyment in whatever body the jiva
has entered he reaps the fruits of his actions
therein, no matter whether the actions be good

or bad.
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In this way, O king of birds, a person suffers
from the faults of body, mind and speech. After
his death, he obtains happiness when he has
suffered the results of his actions. He is released
from the noose of Maya and he is not likely to
be born again to indulge in evil acts.
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AAE: R / Chapter 12
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O Garuda I have thus explained to you the
various proclivities of life for the benefit of men
and to ward off the stalemate in which the dead
may find themselves.
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There are eight million four hundred

thousand species of creatures divided into four
main classes. They are (1) andajas (born of egg),
(2) svedajas (sweat-born like bugs, etc. (3)
udbhijjas (born of seeds), (4) Jarayujas’ (the
viviparous.)
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The andajas are of two million one hundred
thousand varieties. Similarly, the Svedajas,
Udbhijjas and the Jarayujas in the last of which

are included human beings are also enume-
rated. It is very difficult for the lower animals

to get manhood.
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The receptacle of the set of five senseorgans
canbe acquired through great merits. Mankind
is divided into four varnas—Ksatriyas, Vaisyas,
Sudras and also Antyajas (the lowest class).
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The Antyajas are divided into seven groups
viz., Washermen, Cobblers, Actors, Varudas,
Kaivartas, Bhedas and Bhillas.
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Adding the Mlecchas and Tumbas there are
thirteen groups of people. The species of lower
strata of animals are thousands.
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Taking food, indulging in sexual inter-
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course, sleeping, fearing and becoming angry-
these are found in all living beings. Here the
distinction is impossible.
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Bodies are of ten varieties in view of the
divisions such as single-footed, etc. Where the
deer Krsnasara is found in plenty that region is
called Dharmadesa (the land of virtue).

O Bird, the deities Brahma and others, the
sages and the Pitrs, virtue, truthfulness and
learning are always present in that land of
virtue.
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Among living beings, the animals are the
best; among the animals, the intelligent are the

best; among the intelligent, men are the best and
among men, the brahmins are the best.
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Among the brahmins the scholars, among
the scholars those who cultivate Vedic studies,
among them those who act according to the
injunction and among them the Brahmavadins
are the best.
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One is guilty of self-deception who does not
strive to gain either heaven or salvation after
being born as a man whereby he could gain
either.
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A man who has hundred (silver pieces)
craves for a thousand; a man who has a
thousand, yearns for a lac; a person who has a
lac, wishes to rule over a kingdom; a man who
rules over a kingdom pines away to become an
emperor.
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An emperor wishes to become a Deva (god)
and on getting godhood he wishes tobe the lord
of gods. The lord of gods wishes to go still
further and still his thirst for power does not
recede.
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A person afflicted by covetous thirst falls
into hell. Those who are freed of undue thirst
secure a residence in heaven.
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A man depending upon his own self is sure
to be happy. The qualities of sound, touch,
colour, taste and smell make one dependent on
the objects of sense and hence one is sure to be
unhappy.
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The deer, the elephant, the moth, the

honeybee and the fish-these five are destroyed

due to addiction to their five senseorgans.
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In infancy one is extremely obsessed with
one’s parents; in youth, one is obsessed with
one’s wife ; later in life one becomes obsessed
with one’s sons and grandsons. Never is one
obsessed with the Atman.
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It is easy for one bound with iron fetters to
wooden pegs to get oneself released. But one
bound with the nooses of children and wives is
never released.
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Itisimpossible to escape death whether one
is a fool or a scholar, a child or an old man,
young (or old and infirm), extremely happy or
excessively dejected. He comes and goes. (He
dies and is born again.)
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Man is born alone; man dies alone; he enjoys
his merits by himself; he reaps the bitter fruits
of his sins by himself.
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Even as every one is watching, one leaves
off everything and dies.. Casting off the dead
body along with logs; of wood or clods of earth
the kinsmen turn away (from the cremation or
burial ground) but the dead man’s virtue or evil
definitely follows him. His riches recede from
him in the house itself and his kinsmen turn
away at the cremation grounds with friends.
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The fire consumes the body but the merit
and demerit accompany him. The body is burnt
by fire but the actions perpetrated by him keep
his company.
T W e Afge w: e wfgsafan
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Auspicious or otherwise, a man has to
experience the fruits of his action. If before
sunset wealth is not distributed among the
suppliants, I do not know to whom it will go in
the morning that follows. If some wealth is not
handed over to Brahmins and friends or spent
in holy rites or pilgrimages, the wealth begins
to cry ‘who shall be my lord.?” Whether plenti-
ful or scanty whatever wealth one has, is due
to one’s previous merits. Realizing this, one has
to spend it away in virtuous rites. It is by wealth
that virtue is sustained if the mind is sanctified
by faith.
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A sacred rite devoid of faith is neither
fruitful here nor there. It does not nourish.
Virtue is the cause of wealth, love and salvation.
Hence, one shall be virtuous. It is by faith that
virtue is sustained and not by heaps of riches.
Indigent sages endowed with faith have
attained heaven. Homas, gifts, penances and
actions without faith are base, O bird, and they

are not found fruitful, here or in the life after
death.
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3re™: 3 / Chapter 13
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O Lord of gods, please tell me by means of
what rite can one prevent a stalemate after
death. (What are the rites that men should do

in the world to forestall the state of being a ghost
for ever ?)
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Please listen, I shall explain briefly the
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obsequious rites. If one desires to attain salva-
tion, one has to perform them oneself.
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Even in regard to women, and children
above the age of five, this is specially insisted
on. The rites of Vrsotsarga (gifting away a bull
calf) are for forestalling the continuance of
ghosthood. There is no other rite in the world
except Vrsotsarga (for that purpose). While
during his life or after death if Vrsotsarga is
performed he will never continue for long as a
ghost. There is no necessity for other gifts or
sacrifices.
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Garuda said :—If Vrsotsarga is to the

performed during life or after death, at what
time has it to be performed, O foremost among
gods, Madhustidana, please tell me. If the
sixteen types of Sraddha are performed what
are then effects on the dead man ?

sfipeuT SaTer
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If Pindas are offered without performing
Vrsotsarga no benefit accrues. Every thing
given unto the dead is fruitless.

THEIR T I g==d gu:il
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If Vrsotsarga is not carried out on the
eleventh day after death, the ghosthood of the
dead becomes eternal even if hundreds of
Sraddhas are performed in his favour.

Teg 34
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Garuda said :—1If a person dies of snakebite,

no funeral rite, such as cremation takes place.
Similarly, if he dies by drowning or being struck
by a horned animal or through weapons or an
accident for how many days do the relatives
remain impure? O lord, please remove my
doubts on this point.
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If he is a Brahmin, impurity lasts for six
months; if a Ksatriya, two months and a half; if
a Vaisya, one month and a half, and if a Sadra
it lasts for a month.
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If a person has gifted some precious articles
of different sorts to a worthy receiver and has
lived a celibate life when alive, he does not go
to a wretched state (even if he dies an unnatural
death).
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If a person has performed the rite of
Vrsotsarga and has lived a celibate life, he goes
to Brahmaloka, even if he dies an unnatural
death.
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If a person has lived an unrighteous life
devoid of good conduct, but has performed
Vrsotsarga, he does not go to the world of Yama

after death.
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When a person dies, his son, brother,
grandson, relative, caste-man or the successor
should perform Vrsotsarga.
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If there be no son, the wife can perform
Vrsotsarga; if no wife, the daughter’s son or the
daughter herself can do the same. But, in case,
he has sons, none else should perform
Vrsotsarga.

Teg 3IqA

e T 7 e W A grea

T Wy Q@ ogRdeEwEa:iigel

If one has no kinsmen such as sons, mother,

relatives, wife or husband, how are the
obsequial rites to be performed ? By what rite
are men and women to attain salvation warding
off miseries. O lord, please dispel this doubt of
mine entirely.
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There is no salvation for a man without a

son. He can never hope to attain heaven. ,
Hence, somehow a man must strive to get a son.
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Whatever gifts are made by one during the
life time, become beneficial later.
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Different sorts of delicacies and foodstuff
given by one’s hand stand in good stead after
death.

Myferoaamaifa ssFT aertt =
EDE] TR il 2 11

THE GARUDA MAHAPURANAM 677

Cows, plots of land, gold, clothes, foodstuffs,
good posts (positions), etc., offered to the needy
succour a man wher ever he is.
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One shall perform sacred rites as long When
a person dies, his son, brother, as the body is
hale and hearty. Falling sick, one may not feel
enthusiastic to do anything even if prompted
by others.

Stretsfr gaede = o sigfeE
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Until the rites of obsequies are performed

the dead man, ever hungry, roams about day
and night in the form of airy matter.
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He is likely to be born again, a worm or an
insect or a locust or in the womb of an evil-
minded base woman. He may die immediately
after rebirth.
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As long as the body is healthy, free from
sickness, as long as old age has not set in, as
long as the power of sense-organs is not
impaired, as long as there is no risk to life, an
intelligent man should endeavour for the
welfare of the soul. It is foolishness to begin to
dig a well when the house has caught fire.
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O lord, please tell me what is the effect if
one offers things oneself or through others, if
one offers things when one is hale and hearty

or when one is sick; or if things are offered when
one is unconscious or without reference to the
injunctions in the sacred texts?
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